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Rugs vs. Souls 


Dear Brother: 

I read about a great store which sells 
thousands of dollars worth of rugs and car- 
pets every year, which have to be fumigated 
once a week; the reason: that no moths get 
started. It would take only a few of these 
little pests to destroy some of the costli- 
est fabrics. To guard against them is to 
make sure the moths never get started. 

So careful about rugs, but how about 
our souls! So many people pay no more 
attention to their devastating little weak- 
nesses than some people do to their rugs. 
Spiritually, we need a thorough fumigation 
of our character; mastery of self. 


Morrisville, N. Y. F. G. 
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To The Heights 


Dear Sister: 

To reach the heights, we must always be 
on guard for the perils are all around us; 
sharp rocks and steep cliffs ahead which 
must be conquered and ascended in spite of 
the winds of adversity which are blowing 
the drifts against us, striving to make us lose 
headway. 

With great determination we must keep 
climbing, overcoming the slippery spots under 
our feet, which would slide us back to the 
old ways and forbidden paths. 

Without the Master’s help it would be 
impossible to accomplish such a work, but 
with His help and all our strength, we will 
finally reach the top and then, what joy will 
be in our hearts when we hear Him say, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord” Matt. 25: 23. 

Brunswick, Me. M. L. 


The Trumpet of God 


Dear Sister: 

We have much to induce us on the way to 
life everlasting. The trumpet of the Lord is 
still going out in powerful tones saying, 
“Repent, my people and be converted that 
your sins may be blotted out when the times 
of refreshing shall come from the presence 
of the Lord.” 

How thankful we should be for the mercy 
still extended to us. For all we know this 
may be a crucial year for all of us. Our 
endurance may be tried as never before. 
Let us therefore gather strength for each 
day from the same heavenly storehouse that 
Jesus did and whatever comes to test our 
faith we can say with the Lord, “Thy will be 
done, not mine.” 

South Amboy, N. J. 


L. M. K. 
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Forgiveness coo. 


God Forgives Sins Only on His Own Terms 


In I Samuel 12 is the account of King Saul’s first 
military adventure. Only a month before he had been 
anointed king. As usual the critics were present to pass 
disparaging remarks. They had said of Saul, “How shall 
this man save us?” and they despised him, and refused 
to send him any gift. In his first battle with the Amorites 
Israel won a decisive victory. Samuel, in a gesture to unite 
Israel under their new king immediately called an assem- 
bly at Gilgal, and with appropriate ceremony renewed the 
kingdom there. As chief spokesman the Prophet addressed 
the people. After declaring the integrity of his long judge- 
ship, he sketched for them a history of their nation, 
ending with their recent demand for a king. In demand- 
ing a king they had in effect rejected God as their king, 
but if from that time on they would be loyal to their God, 
both they and their king should live and prosper. 

The Lord revealed His presence at that assembly that 
day by sending thunder and rain at the behest of Samuel. 
The people were impressed, and for the moment con- 
sternation seized them, and they “greatly feared the Lord 
and Samuel.”’ And they said to Samuel: “Pray for thy 
servants unto the Lord thy God, that we die not: for we 
have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.” 
They were not in a condition to pray for themselves, sin 
lay at their door. 

Then Samuel revealed upon what terms God could be 
implored: ““And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: 
ve have done all this wickedness: yet turn not aside 
from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your 
heart; and turn ve not aside: for then should ye go after 
vain things, which cannot profit nor deliver; for they are 
vain... Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should 
sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you: but I 
will teach you the good and the right way; only fear the 
Lord, and serve him in truth with all your heart: for 
consider how great things he hath done for you” (I Sam. 
12: 20, 21, 28, 24). Only upon the condition that they 
would fear the Lord, and serve Him in truth with all their 
heart, would He hear and forgive. 

Only God can forgive sins against Himself. I can sin 
against my brother, and if I go to him and confess my 
sin, he can say, ‘Yes, if you will turn over a new leaf and 
do differently, I will forgive you,” but that is no sign 
that God has forgiven. 

We may sin against the physical laws of nature and He 
can touch us and heal us, but our sins against His divine 
law only He can forgive, and upon the condition that we 
have ceased to do evil and learned to do well, and served 
Him with all our heart in sincerity and in truth. And 
the fact of that forgiveness will be certified to us at Judg- 
ment Day. 


Jesus and the Apostles Had Power to Forgive Sins 


Jesus had the power to forgive sins, He also delegated 
that power to His apostles. But they had the Holy Spirit 
power, so they could read the thoughts of men’s hearts. 
That Jesus had such power is shown in the statement in 
John 2: 24, 25: “But Jesus did not commit himself unto 


them, because he knew all men, and needed not that any 
should testify of man; for he knew what was in man.” A 
number of times in the Gospels it is stated that Jesus 
knew their thoughts. And the case of Ananias and 
Sapphira who lied to the Holy Spirit about the amount for 
which they sold their property is proof that the apostles 
could discern the mind and thoughts. 

In the account in Matthew 9 they brought to Jesus a 
man sick with the palsy. He said to him, “Son, be of good 
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.” The scribes found fault 
with Jesus, and said within themselves, “This man 
blasphemeth. And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, 
Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? For whether is 
easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise 
and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man 
hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the 
sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto 
thine house” (vs. 2, 4—6). 

And shortly before Jesus’ ascension He delegated to 
His apostles the power to forgive sins. It is recorded in 
John 20: 21—23: “Then said Jesus to them again, Peace 
be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I 
you. And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and 
saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit: whose soever 
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose 
soever sins ye retain, they are retained.” As long as they 
had the Holy Spirit power they could remit sins because 
they could read men’s hearts. Once the Holy Spirit was 
withdrawn they could no longer forgive sins. The apos- 
tolic plan for forgiveness is now nonexistent, there are 
no apostles today. 


Can Any Man Today Forgive Sins? 

Now in order for a man to be able to forgive sins he 
must be called of God; and not only that but he must be 
appointed; and we also take the position that he must 
have Holy Spirit power. While we believe that we are 
called of God, and also appointed by Him, we lack the 
most necessary element, that is the power to give proper 
judgment so we can forgive sins. 

The Catholic Church claims that their priests possess 
that power, and they are able to piece together a chain of 
supposed evidence which to the unwary may seem con- 
clusive. We have just finished citing the evidence that 
Jesus’ apostles were given that power. The Catholic 
Church make the claim that Christ built His church upon 
Peter, that Peter was the first pope, and, as Peter was an 
apostle, so each succeeding pope to our time also has been 
an apostle of the Lamb. In this way they claim a succes- 
sion of apostles, hence a succession of men with power to 
forgive sins; that the pope has that power, and he delegates 
it to the priesthood. To the uninformed this may seem to 
make sense, and they may feel constrained to accept of 
that belief. 

However, there are two plain Scriptural statements 
which prove the vulnerability of their claim. A text in I 
Cor. 4: 9 reads: “For I think that God hath set forth us 
the apostles last, as it were appointed unto death .. .” 
The marginal reference to “us the apostles last,” is, “us 
the last apostles.” Paul was here speaking, and he spoke 
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of himself and associate apostles as being the “last apos- 
tles.”” And in Rey. 21: 14 it is revealed that ‘the wall of 
the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names 
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” Just twelve apostles, 
no more, and no less. Therefore there are no apostles upon 
earth today, and no one who has the power to forgive 
sins. 

Furthermore, they do not have the aid of Holy Spirit 
power, a qualification absolutely essential to the operation 
of the plan whereby men can forgive sins. They do not 
know whose sins to remit, whose to retain. The Holy 
Spirit power ceased with the close of the Apostolic Age, 
and has not been renewed since. 


Forgiving Our Brother 


We now have come to the feature that is most vital to 
us as Christians, brotherly forgiveness. We learn from 
James 5: 16 that we are to “confess [our] faults one to 
another.” And from Eph. 4: 32 that we are to forgive one 
another. The text reads: “Be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” Apart from a forgiving 
spirit no individual can be a Christian. 

Upon one occasion Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and | forgive him? till 
seven times?” Perhaps Peter felt his long-suffering would 
be strained almost to the breaking point if he would 
forgive his brother as many as seven times. But Jesus 
astonished him by answering: ‘1 say not unto thee, Until 
seven times: but, until seventy times seven” (Matt. 18: 
21, 22). Jesus wanted to impress a lesson upon Peter’s 
mind, a lesson of the need for long-suffering, so He 
specified, not only seven times, but seventy times seven. 
Jesus may not have intended for us to take the seventy 
times seven literally, but He certainly indicated that we 
need a generous spirit of forgiveness. 

Let us re-read Matt. 6: 14, 15, and take a lesson from 
the second phase of its teaching: forgiving men their 
trespasses. “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you: but if ye forgive 
not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses.” 

The words of this text impress us primarily that while 
petitioning forgiveness for our shortcomings we cannot in 
any way hold grudges, or ill feelings, against others who 
have caused us wrong in any way. When we realize the 
meaning of Jesus’ words we are faced with a problem 
from which there is no escape. We must positively and 
definitely extend forgiveness to anyone and everyone to 
whom we owe forgiveness. Jesus leaves no room for any 
possible evasion. He has constructed these words with 
such skill that once our attention has been drawn to this 
matter, we are obliged either to forgive our enemies or 
cease repeating His prayer—and with that, cease growing 
spiritually. 

An unparalleled principle with God has always been 
that if a man turns from his iniquity and does that which 
is lawful and right his sins shall no more be mentioned. 
Just so must also our forgiveness be with those who 
trespass against us and then repent. If we say, I will 
forgive, but 1 won't forget, it is just another way of 
saying, I will not forgive. As someone once stated, for- 
giveness ought to be like a cancelled note, torn up and 
thrown away, so that it never can be shown against our 
debtor. 


There are few people in the world who have not at 
sometime or other been really hurt by someone else; or 
disappointed, or injured, or misled. Such things sink into 
the memory where they cause inflamed and festered 
wounds. There is but one remedy—they have to be plucked 
up and thrown away. Where the offender has repented, 
forgiveness must be extended; where the wrong-doer 
remains offensive, we must have no bitterness or resent- 
ment (Heb. 12: 15; Eph. 4: 32). A kindly act toward the 
offender will often soften him when nothing else will. 

Of course, it is not difficult to forgive trifles, but the 
Lord requires that we forgive not trifles only but things 
which at first appear impossible. We may cry, | cannot do 
it, it is too much to ask, the injury was too great; but our 
own forgiveness from God is dependent upon our extend- 
ing forgiveness to whom it is due. If we cannot do it and 
must postpone it, then, as was stated, our spiritual growth 
will cease, and we shall have to postpone the recital of the 
Lord’s Prayer till such a time as we are able to do so. 

More and more we need to examine and understand 
our own heart and character. We need to learn how 
deceitful and desperately wicked our hearts naturally 
are (Jer. 17: 9); how we are so often puffed up by our 
own self-importance and miserable pride; how vain and 
wayward have been the thoughts and imaginations of our 
minds. Then, too, we need to consider what our attitude 
has been toward our fellow man, our neighbor, our 
brother in the faith. Unquestionably, our brother has 
besetments too, for, being human like ourselves, he is 
subject to every temptation. Life is a growth, and we need 
to realize that our brother must grow like we do. Too 
suddenly we can pass judgment, that such a one is hope- 
less, that he will never merit God’s favor. And in our 
hasty conclusions we forget that we are acting the part 
of Simon the Pharisee, of Jesus’ day. In our self-righteous- 
ness we overlook the need of forgiveness for owr manifold 
transgressions and are ready only to condemn another. 

Jesus’ parable of the two debtors is striking indeed, and 
His application of it to Simon and the sinful woman 
teaches us to look to ourselves. The woman was sinful and 
needed much forgiveness, ’tis true; but she realized this 
and was doing something about it. Simon thought he was 
just about all right. He thought that as far as the law was 
concerned, he was blameless. But in reality, he did not 
take the law to heart in the least. The pharisaic ordi- 
nances he performed with meticulous care, but the 
weightier matters of the law he overlooked completely. 
Hence, he too needed forgiveness, but did not know it. 

Are we like that? If Jesus were to sup with us, would 
He have need to inform us: ‘I have somewhat to say unto 
thee” (Luke 7: 40) ? 

That we should forgive others for injuries done us and 
hold no thoughts of bitterness, is told concisely in the 
Lord’s Prayer, ‘Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
them that trespass against us.” As we repeat this Prayer 
intelligently, considering and meaning what we say, we 
are suddenly confronted with a problem—we must posi- 
tively and definitely extend forgiveness to everyone to 
whom we owe it. Jesus leaves no room for evasion. He 
has contructed His Prayer with more skill than ever yet 
has a lawyer displayed in drafting a deed. He has so 
contrived it that once our attention is drawn to this 
matter we must forgive in sincerity and truth where 
forgiveness is due, or never repeat that Prayer. How can 
we attempt to seek God’s Kingdom, and forgiveness for 
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our sins, and at the same time hold grudges against others! 
After understanding this as we should, it can be safely 
predicted that should we attempt to repeat this Prayer 
while still angry against someone we would not finish it. 
We would stop, or hesitate, or the clause would stick in 
our throat. 

Lest in that future Day we should be faced with that 
humiliating moment in the Lord’s presence, let us examine 
our hearts and see that no grudges are camouflaged 
therein in some self-righteous way. Forgive as you would 
be forgiven; clear yourself of all resentments and bitter- 
ness, and you will find your happiness and spiritual 
growth to be nothing less than phenomenal. 

It has been truly said, “‘He that can not forgive others 
breaks the bridge over which he must pass himself; for 
every man has need to be forgiven.” 





“T]” 


Sometimes I pause and meditate 
On how I act and live; 

I realize I'm not getting 
All that God has to give. 

And if I pray and seek Him, 
I find the reason why: 

Too much old man alive in me, 
Too much “I—I—I.” 


I know I'm too important, 
I stand in my own light. 

I think what I say is so, 
For I believe I'm right. 

It's “I did this,” and “I did that,” 
I know I talk too much; 

And if someone crosses me, 
This “I” resents all such. 


I'm all too self-sufficient 
I like myself and me! 

“I” make the best decisions 
As all can plainly see. 

“I’m” smarter than my neighbor, 
I'm keener than my son, 

I'm quicker far to see things through 
For action I’m the One! 


“I knew this thing would happen’; 
“I knew that thing was so”; 

This old man “TI” is much too wise, 
He’s always on the go. 

That way God cannot use me; 
Too much “I told you so.” 

For just as long as I am “I,” 
God will just let me go. 


What I really need and ask, 
For I’ve confessed my fault, 
That you will pray, and I will work, 
And cause this tongue to halt. 
Then this exalted nature 
In me will have to die; 
The spirit will have right of way 
And not big “I—I—I.” 
Selt. and Alt. 


“Owr Sleeping Giants” 


HE STORY is told of a woman who, having been 

bed-ridden for years, was suddenly deprived of the 
service of her sister who, for the duration, had patiently 
waited upon her, hand and foot. The invalid got out of 
bed and waited on herself ! 

Had she been selfishly pretending all that time, and 
using the energies of her devoted sister? Not necessarily 
so, though she certainly enjoyed the attention. She simply 
had not put her own resources to the test. From the day 
when she was told that she was sick and needed care, she 
became dependent, relying on others for all her needs. 

Inside of all of us are sleeping giants of courage, 
endurance, inventiveness, self-reliance, self-improvement 
beyond anything we had dreamed of until some need 
arises. Too often it never arises. If we can throw our- 
selves on others in the family, or on friends, or the 
community, we lazily relax and “let George do it!” 

Being challenged to stand on our feet, and make our 
own way, we feel at a loss as to how to go about meeting 
this challenge. When we are forced to take arms against 
our troubles, especially when self-reliance must take the 
place of dependence on others; when forced to stand with 
our back against the wall and no help in sight we find 
undiscovered strength, our “sleeping giants” as it were. 

So wake up the latent forces and set those giants to work 
and rely on self, for it is a Bible principle that God helps 
those who help themselves. 

Our great object in life is to find the rest of ourselves: 
the material in us for new creatures, the self we hide 
from, and from others, the self we most neglect, the self 
of which we can make a finished product by God’s stand- 
ard, the self that is scattered about waiting to be gathered 
up and freed into an effective personality. 

We learn by doing things, and develop possibilities by 
rising to meet challenges. Difficulties have a way of bring- 
ing out hidden talents, when there is a will to try. 

A desk-sitting business man who spends some time 
each day in a physical exercise thus increases his strength. 
So it is with the mind: it becomes weak, and memory fails 
unless we use it. The more we use and strengthen the 
mind, the longer it will last. 

It is a good thing to have some daily responsibilities, 
mental and physical. This also makes for happiness. 
Worry finds less lodgement in the mind occupied with 
duties to be physically performed. It is the person at loose 
ends who, being prevented from doing as he pleases, is 
not pleased with doing anything. 

It is also a simple fact that things at a distance, like 
trouble, have a way of coming big end first, but as we 
approach it, we discover that what was so dreaded was 
not as bad as we had anticipated. 

There are three basic elements in life: A faith to live 
by; a self to live with, and A WORK TO LIVE FoR. Life is a 
daily wrestle with self. Too many give up without half 
trying. Let us live up to our possibilities before we com- 
plain of our limitations. Let an individual give up a little 
activity here and a little responsibility there for the sake 
of a little more leisure for self-indulgence, and he has 
sacrificed personal improvement for a transient pleasure 
at best. 
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Only by using every reserve of our own faith can we 
put on the soul’s whole armor against failure; otherwise 
we are like a soldier fully armed, but who lacks the will- 
power to fight. 

This work-cure is good for many kinds of ills: Good for 
the body; good for the soul; and good for either is the 
work of the other. This is the core of occupational therapy. 
Having a complete pattern to follow which is: all things 
can be made to work together for good. And the best 
given pattern to follow reads: ‘ For even hereunto were 
ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example that ye should follow his steps.” Also Rom. 
12: 2: “And be not conformed to this world, but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God.” 

For without faith, life is empty; 

without high ideals, life is flat; 
without a sustaining hope, it will fail. 

But he who hath his eyes to the higher, beyond the 
visible horizon will gain new stores of courage to go 
forward; so put those sleeping giants to work. 

Being useful instead of being dependent will increase 
our joy in living and in turn, will cause faith and hope to 
grow, both for our present good and give us a brighter 
outlook for the future reward. 





The Twenty-Third Psalm 


The Lord to me a Shepherd is, 

Want therefore shall not I; 

He in the fields of tender grass 

Doth cause me down to lie. 

To waters calm He gently leads; 
Restores my soul doth He. 

He doth in paths of righteousness 
For His Name’s sake lead me. 

Yea, though in valley of Death’s shade 
I walk, none evil will I fear; 

Because Thou art with me, Thy rod 
And staff my comfort are. 

For me a table Thou hast spread 
In presence of my foes; 

Thou dost anoint my head with oil, 
My cup it overflows. 

Goodness and mercy surely shall 
All my days follow me, 

And in the Lord’s house I shall dwell 
So long as days shall be. 





However hard we may try in this life we cannot get 
away from the law of cause and effect. That same law 
works with our future life. If we put away all evil we will 
share the blessings of the coming future Day. The one 
depends on the other. If we would long to live in the 
glorious future age and share the blessings of that Day we 
have to do on our part or they will never be ours. Doing 
on our part is producing the cause, putting away all evil, 
then we will get the effect of sharing the blessings of 
that future day. 


Counting The Cost 


HETHER JESUS, during His years as a carpenter, 

ever erected a building, we do not know; but He 
left one rule that is most essential to any who contemplate 
doing so. It is found in one of His parables, where He 
says: “For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he 
have sufficient to finish it? lest haply, after he hath laid 
the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold 
it begin to mock him, saying, This man began to build, 
and was not able to finish ” (Luke 14: 28—30). 

He would be counted foolish indeed who started to 
build a house, or to begin any enterprise without first 
seriously considering every angle, even to consulting with 
someone experienced in the project he had in mind. Any 
man of intelligence would carefully check his capital 
against the known necessary outlay, making ample pro- 
vision for unexpected additional costs before committing 
himself to the experiment. 

The same is true in a Christian’s life, as Jesus was 
quick to point out, proving to every honest heart the fal- 
lacy of the “‘saw-dust trail,’ and the chant, 

“Come to Jesus, come to Jesus; He will save you just 
now; 

Come to Jesus, come to Jesus, He will save you just 
now.” 

Jesus did not, by His death on the cross, pay the debt 
we owe; instead, He died to sin, during His thirty-three 
years, leaving us an example that we should follow in His 
footsteps (I Pet. 2: 21). We read in Gen. 17: 1, “When 
Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared 
to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; 
walk before me, and be thou perfect.” And that this com- 
mand was still in effect in Jesus’ day is proved by Jesus’ 
own words, in Matt. 5: 48, 

“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect.” 

We find, from these passages, that perfection of char- 
acter is expected and demanded of everyone who would 
claim the benefits God holds in store for His children. 
But before making a definite commitment to enter the 
Christian race we want to know what this, “perfection of 
character” includes. To obtain this knowledge we are 
told to “Search the scriptures”; that ““‘Whereby when ye 
read ye may understand”; and “If thou seekest her as 
silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; then 
shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
knowledge of God.” 

Thus by reading that wherein the Word of Truth is 
rightly divided (II Tim. 2: 15), and diligently searching 
the Scriptures as did the noble Bereans of Paul’s day; 
we begin to learn what is required of us. We learn that 
the Christian must cleanse himself from all filthiness of 
the flesh; abstain from foolish talking and jesting; always 
speak to edification; come out from the world of the 
ungodly, no longer conforming to its fashions and con- 
duct. We find that we must purify ourselves as Christ is 
pure, putting away all anger, sensitiveness, jealousy, 
hatred, evil speaking, and pride of manner, dress or 
station. We find that the family ties Jesus recognized were 
those entwined and bound by earnest desire and effort to 
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hear and keep the Word of God. Eventually it dawns on 
the now-enlightened mind that not only every act, but 
every thought as well, must be brought into obedience 
to divine law, for this is to become pure “even as he 
[Christ] is pure.” 

However, sometime before this last mentioned stage is 
reached we are in a position to begin taking stock of our 
capital, not so much to see if we are able to complete the 
work as to see if our desire and determination are equal 
to the task. In taking this “trial balance” of our assets, 
our merciful heavenly Father has given us a big ‘‘assist” 
in the assuring promise of great rewards, both now and 
future. So—while it is true that losses will be sustained 
once we proclaim allegiance to Christ with an under- 
standing mind, and at times the credit side of our spir- 
itual ledger will cause us to fear and tremble, perhaps 
even to looking back to the pit from whence we were dug 
—we only need to go to the storehouse of God’s promises 
to have our faith bolstered and renewed. For there we find 
“Great peace have they which love thy law, and nothing 
shall offend them,” a peace that ‘‘passeth understanding.” 
“And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even 
eternal life.” A “hundredfold in this life, ... and in the 
world to come life everlasting.” “I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee.” “Il have been young, and now am old, yet 
have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread.” And looking to the new world just ahead; 
“The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick.” “Thou shall not 
see evil any more.” ‘Thine eyes shall behold the King in 
his beauty; they shall behold the land that is very far off.” 
“The meek shall inherit the earth, and delight themselves 
in the abundance of peace.” 

Certainly the promises of God, not being “yea” and 
“nay,” as the world, but “yea” and “Amen,” should be 
enough to stabilize the doubting investigator on the side 
of Truth, and give him the assurance that he does have 
the capital, or spiritual material with which to complete 
the work. If not, then surely the cost is too great, but the 
stouthearted will say with Joshua, “As for me and my 
house, we wiil serve the Lord.” 


The man who succeeds has a program; he fixes his 
course and adheres to it. He is not pushed this side and 
that every time a difliculty is thrust in his way. “This one 
thing I do,” is the single aim that wins; and it is the man 
with a purpose that leaves his mark in the world. 

Nothing so strengthens the mind, widens the thought, 
and enlarges the manhood, as a constant effort to measure 
up to the character that Jesus left as a pattern for all 
His co-workers. 

Character is success, and there is no substitute for it. 
It is formed by the bricks of habit: and habit works 
powerfully for or against us. It is a good servant, but a 
tyrannical master. 

This earnest determination to succeed differs from the 
vague aspirations which are so common in the world 
today, especially among the young. It is easy to dream, but 
it is from hard facts that realities proceed. Dreams per- 
haps supply an aim; determination makes them come true. 





Each man should have “a calm attitude expectant of good.” 


At His Will 


T IS AN alarming statement of Paul’s that the devil 
takes his captives ‘at his will” (II Tim. 2: 26), and 
shows how little resistance human nature has to evil. This 
phrase speaks plainly that too often there isn’t even a 
struggle with the devil, the adversary, the lower nature, 
but immediate yielding and submission to its impulses. 

Fellow Christians, these words should startle us into 
action, stand us upon our feet, and sharply alert us 
against such deadly complacency and to an awareness of 
sin. 

What shall we do? 

How shall we cope with such a serious situation? 

If we had not kept too close company with the devil, 
we would be more alert to his snares and enticements. 

The very fact that evil confronts us, luring us to death 
and destruction, should put fire in us to resist its work- 
ings, as a true and loyal soldier of the Lord Jesus—Him 
who points the way to a full, abundant, endless life! 

There are always two choices available. To do our 
Father’s will, or the will of the devil—our own will and 
desires. Our Lord did always those things that pleased 
His Father; He was not taken captive at the devil’s will. 
It was not that Christ never encountered him. He, too, 
had His bouts with the adversary as we read from the 
holy Word, but the devil always did the fleeing! And 
why? Christ’s mind was nourished from God’s storehouse; 
His thoughts were fortified with what is “written” in the 
law. He, as well as every faithful Biblical character, 
counted and recounted the acts of the faithful servants 
of God who had preceded Him, and followed their exam- 
ple. 

We can counteract the prevailing tendency of dimin- 
ishing faith by keeping ahead of the tide. Let each of us 
individually send our faith soaring by a deeper meditation 
and study of the acts of these successful Christians; on 
the “How’s and Why’s” of their arriving at their goal. 
Then combine these thoughts with a zeal that will go 
“over the top” when that old crafty serpent of the flesh 
would beguile and bring us into captivity. 

With our minds in such a high and clear spiritual 
atmosphere, the devil cannot snare us at will. The desire 
for eternal life must be deep and abiding; and the will 
to perform, a strong determination in our lives; then 
instead of being taken into captivity, we will be Christ’s 
free men and women. 

If our minds are always prepared, we shall at least be 
in a fortified position. The devil will war, there is no 
question about that; but the spirit will war vigorously 
against him. The more aware we are of a great temptation 
or weakness, the stronger we will build our fortifications 
against being overpowered by it. In fact, if we realize 
fully how easily we could lose the battle at a certain point, 
we will have more reserves stationed at that point than 
anywhere else along the line. Hence victory shall be 
inevitable! That which endangered as weakness, emerges 
in valiant conquest! 

We are not ignorant of Satan’s devices. Every over- 
comer who is to sit with Jesus on His throne will have 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Redeeming The lime 


AFTER READING a very thought-provoking little 
treatise by Arnold Bennet, ‘How to live on 24 hours 
a Day,” one is caused to wonder whether he is really 
living up his 24 hours, or allowing precious quarter-hours 
or half-hours to leak away unnoticed and unused. Many 
of the thoughts were interesting and helpful, especially 
so with some comparisons. 

He says: “Philosophers have explained space. They 
have not explained time. It is the inexplicable raw mate- 
rial of everything. With it, all is possible; without it, 
nothing. The supply of time is truly a daily miracle. . . 
You wake up in the morning, and lo! your purse is 
magically filled with twenty-four hours of the unmanu- 
factured tissue of the universe of your life! It is yours. 
It is the most priceless of possessions. No one can take 
it from you. It is unstealable. And no one receives either 
more or less than you do. Genius is never rewarded by 
even an extra hour a day. Moreover, you cannot draw on 
the future. Impossible to get into debt! You can only 
waste the passing moment. You cannot waste tomorrow; 
it is kept for you. You cannot waste the next hour; it is 
kept for you. 

“Which of us is not saying to himself: ‘I shall alter 
that when I have a little more time’? We shall never 
have any more time. We have, and we have always had, 
all the time there is... . As I have said, the chief beauty 
about the constant supply of time is that you cannot waste 
it in advance. The next year, the next day, the next hour, 
are lying ready for you, as perfect, as unspoiled, as if 
you had never wasted or misapplied a single moment in 
all your career. Which fact is very gratifying and reas- 
suring. You can turn over a new leaf every hour if you 
choose.” 

The author’s plan is that if one would budget his time 
just as some people do their money, and then follow up 
his program, he would have sufficient time for all his 
necessary work and also the study, culture, rest and recre- 
ation necessary to a well-balanced life. 

After reading these thoughts of a man versed in 
worldly lore, I turned to my Bible to see how they weighed 
in the balance with the thoughts of God. Prompted to turn 
to the words of one to whom God gave the greatest wis- 
dom, I read: “To everything there is reason, and a time 
for every purpose under the heaven.” So far, so good. 
No discord here. We know that in God’s plan He has 
allowed an abundance of time for every good work, for 
every noble purpose. He has allotted six thousand years 
for the development of a class of people, a specified num- 
ber, who will make themselves worthy of rulership in 
the greatest government ever known to the world. 
Surely it could not be said that He has hurried the 
work, or has not allowed sufficient time for every indi- 
vidual to fit himself for such an exalted position. 

But if these same individuals (who are we) do not use 
the time aright, is God to blame if their three score and 
ten pass, or if they are cut off in the midst of it and the 
great purpose of life has not been accomplished? We 
have sometimes heard people wonder at the “mysterious 
ways of Providence” when they see a young life sud- 
denly snuffed out, or a middle-aged one which seemed so 
useful, so much needed. They have yet to learn that in 


God’s plan we are all “less than nothing and vanity” 
unless redeeming the time in keeping His commandments. 

We may waste the hours, the days, the months and the 
years, and may still have life lengthened out to us, but 
it is a serious question whether we can ever make up for 
wasted time. True, we can turn over a new leaf every day, 
but each new leaf must show some progress. The mistakes 
of yesterday must be eliminated or at least diminished, 
otherwise the new page might as well have remained 
unturned. 

And we do have 24 golden hours a day, the raw material 
out of which we must weave the fabric of our lives, health, 
happiness, money, character; and the greatest of these is 
character. 

Though we cannot waste our time in advance, we 
cannot truly say the next hour or the next day is kept 
for us unless that which we now have is being used in 
building a godly character, which work, the Lord says, 
is profitable unto all things. Someone might ask, “(How 
profitabie? Many people spend their whole lifetime in 
ungodly ways and yet live to a ripe old age.” True, but 
we are told: “Though a sinner do evil a hundred times 
and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know it shall be 
well with them that fear God... . But it shall not be well 
with the wicked, neither shall he prolong his days which 
are as a shadow; because he feareth not before God.” 

He may live out his natural span of life, but he has no 
assurance of doing so, No angel guards his footsteps. His 
life is merely one of chance, and he cannot prolong his 
days beyond the grave, But the man who spends the 
golden hours weaving his character of “fine linen clean 
and white,” has the promise of sufficient time in this life 
to complete the work, and, in addition, that life ‘“‘which is 
to come,” 

Another very important consideration in regard to 
this question of time is the fact that we, of all people who 
ever lived, are the most highly favored. We are not in 
darkness concerning the day of the Lord that it should 
overtake us as a thief. We realize that we are in the 
perilous times of the “last days,’ of which the apostle 
Paul wrote. This knowledge did not come to us by any 
special revelation, dream or vision, but by a thorough 
education in the wisdom of God as revealed in the Bible. 
Living in the closing days of the six thousand years of 
man’s probation, we may have the opportunity of witness- 
ing the most sweeping, spectacular and comprehensive 
event in the history of the world—the return of Jesus 
from heaven to establish His Kingdom and inaugurate 
a system of government whose officers shall be peace and 
its exactors righteousness. Stupendous change! 

Do we not want to have a part in this great work? Do 
we not long to help change the earth from a battlefield 
of desolation, bloodshed, poverty, woe and sorrow to a 
peaceful plain of prosperity, a garden of delight where the 
inhabitants shall no more say, “I am sick’”’?, to live when 
health and wealth abound for all and when there shall 
“be an abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth”’? 
Then, realizing that the days of man are as a shadow and 
as the flower of the field, let us “walk circumspectly, not 
as fools but as wise, redeeming the time because the days 
are evil.” 
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The Struggle 


N THE EVERGLADES of Florida is a vast area 

covered by dense thicket. The combined warmth of the 
sun and the waters of the swamp form an ideal condition 
for the woodland which grows into a tangled mass 
including giant, poisonous trees as well as edible ones. 
Among these is the Live Oak whose height and circum- 
ference captures the form of a giant alongside the other 
growths. This Oak, irrespective of its form, has a struggle 
for survival. Sometimes the fierce pounding of the force- 
ful winds of a hurricane can uproot its settlement and 
cause its doom. At other times he falls a victim to a tiny 
seed. 

The dramatic struggle begins when some bird having 
eaten the fruit of a fig tree carries its seed undigested to 
the upper branches of the oak. The rough bark of the oak 
provides a favorable lodging place for the fig seed to 
develop and make it a common host. This fig tree entwines 
itself about the oak, giving one a picture of an octopus 
upon his prey. Its process is gradual as it grows about 
the oak performing the slow torture of strangulation. 
Thus reads the story: The seed is the beginning, and 
its ending strangulation. 

Likewise must men and women struggle for life. As 
individual trees hoping to reach the stature of righteous- 
ness, we have to contend with the seeds of sin, They can 
be carried to our branches by every gust of contrary 
doctrine; by every seed of discontent or unrest from 
within and by evil influence and attraction from without. 
The mental bark of humankind likewise is open and suita- 
ble for nurture and development of these small but 
insidious seeds; unless we prevent its growth by a repel- 
ling agent, for the struggling process is a dual act of 
attraction and repulsion. The battle for eternal existence 
will cry out against the tempter. And good counsel urges 
us: “Enter not into the path of the wicked, go not in the 
way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and 
pass away.” At every point the commandment of God 
must be uppermost or the evil will crowd out the good. 

The seed of evil that proceeds from the heart, left 
unchecked in its course eventually will grow into a 
strangling vine of degeneration, snuffing out the life-to- 
be. What is there to do but to heed the admonition with 
the utmost care, to “keep thy heart with all diligence, for 
out of it are the issues of life.” 

We cannot afford to be like the common crowd, ‘Whose 
end is destruction, whose God is their flesh, and whose 
glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things” (Phil. 
3: 19). Our calling is of the highest type—to become the 
sons and daughters of the Almighty God and to be made 
equal unto angels never to die. 

If we have studied the prophets, Jesus and apostles with 
understanding, we will find the heart of man to be desper- 
ately wicked, in need of redirection. The Master Teacher 
was familiar with one condition of the human mind and 
earnestly desired of His faithful followers to fortify 
mightily with the armor of God. He knew as no man 
knew how easily sin can take hold of us in some moment 
of ease. Then in no time its subtle weave can spread with 
alarming rapidity causing damage beyond repair. 

Therefore let us lay hold on life eternal by preventing 
at any cost, the seeds of strangulation taking destruc- 
tive root and thus choking out the Word that would other- 


wise spring into a strong and healthy condition. Thus we 
shall ably ward off every vulnerable attack of the wicked 
one. 





THE THINGS I TREASURE 


Silver of days remembered, 
Gold of a friendship true, 
These are the things I treasure 
Counting my wealth anew. 


What is the dust men strive for, 
Paying their souls to possess 

Compared to my own glad holdings, 
From the mint of life’s happiness? 


Silver of days of service, 
Gold of a friendship true, 
With Him, my Lord and Savior, 
Whose will I seek to do. 





At His Will 


(Continued from page 7) 


repeatedly outwitted the wiles of the devil, and Christians 
in 1961 are no exception. 

If we use the equipment that God has furnished and 
keep the whole armor on, warring against the flesh as long 
as probation lasts, we shall be conquerors and not cap- 
tives. But remember “There is no furlough during battle” 
(Eccl. 8: 8, Berkeley). 

“Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pil- 


grims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the 
soul.” 


otis, 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


(Continued from page 11) 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth” (II Tim. 2: 15). 

“Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to 
them; that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed 
unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: 
for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them 
that hear thee” (1 Tim. 4: 15, 16). 

To comply with these divine commands will take the 
humility of a babe, and the application of a mature man. 





Temptations when we meet them at first ate as the Lion that 
roared upon Samson; but if we OVETcomE them, the next we see 


them we shall find a nest of honey within them. 





Deliver us, we pray Thee, from the tyranny of trifles. 
May we give our best thought and attention to what is 
important, that we may accomplish something worth 
while—teach us how to listen to the prompting of Thy 
spirit, and thus save us from floundering in indecision 
that wastes time, and multiplies our troubles. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that 
there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation 
unto to him; and his righteousness, it sustained him” (Isaiah 
59: 16). 


The Prophet is here speaking prophetically. The day 
for God’s arm to bring salvation to the earth had not yet 
arrived when these words were recorded, nor has it yet 
come. But there need be no doubt that it will arrive. The 
promise of Jehovah, “As truly as I live, all the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of the Lord” (Num. 14: 21), 
is as true today as when made over three thousand years 
ago. Time seems to tarry, and unbelieving men may say, 
“Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fa- 
thers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation” (II Pet. 3: 4). But no, 
the time does not tarry, things do not continue as they 
were. The world is growing rapidly worse. The last days 
are here, perilous times have come. Men have become 
“lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, . . 
unthankful, unholy, .. traitors, heady, highminded, lovers 
of pleasures more than lovers of God” (II Tim. 3: 1—4). 

Truly the time has arrived when it can be said there is 
no man. Where is the man able to bring together in peace- 
ful negotiation even the major opponents in a divided 
world, to say nothing of the ability to mediate all the 
lesser misunderstandings? The tangled affairs in the 
world seem to defy solution, and the tangle is growing 
progressively worse. There is no intercessor, no one who 
can step between the rival factions in the world and bring 
about a recession in the spending for armaments, and 
establish lasting peace. 

Verses 19 and 20 definitely associate this prophecy 
with the coming of Christ and the work of cleansing the 
earth from evil and iniquity that He will accomplish at 
His second coming. “So shall they fear the name of the 
Lord from the west, and his glory from the rising of the 
sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit 
of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him. And the 
Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn 
from transgression.” 

For many years the hope of converting the world was a 
focal point around which the clergy sought to rally 
moral and financial support for the work of the Church. 
They chose for their slogan: “The Whole Wide World 
For Jesus.’ Surely every loyal Christian would delight 
in the instigation of a moral reformation thorough 
enough that it would bring the whole world to bend to the 
will of God. What a paradise the United States could be 
today if during the past fifty years our nation had grown 
steadily better and more godly! If by now the liquor 
traffic as an industry had all but vanished, and with the 
rank and file of individuals voluntary abstinence were 
the order; if our people had continually grown more law- 
abiding so that the police department in our cities had 
become only a token force, mainly as guardians of the 
public safety; if prisons everywhere were releasing their 


inmates at the expiration of their term with very few 
fresh convicts to take their places; if politics had become 
all cleaned up so our officers were peace and our legisla- 
tors legislated only for the common good; if night clubs, 
movies and places of amusements were closing their doors 
for want of patronage while the churches were obliged 
constantly to expand their facilities to take care of the 
crowds that were coming to seek God—truly every lover 
of truth and righteousness would rejoice and be glad over 
a condition like this. But such is not the case, the trend 
is ever downward. 

The Almighty forsaw and forewarned us that such 
would be the case. “Evil men and seducers shall wax 
worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived” (II Tim. 
3: 13). They would be “doing evil with both hands ear- 
nestly,” maintaining a form of godliness but having noth- 
ing to do with it as a moral force in their lives, until the 
enemy, the evil, should come in “like a flood.” 

It is sad but fact supported that the moral break- 
down in America is so complete that the idea seems to be 
growing that “anything goes if you can get away with 
it.” Verses 14 and 15 of Isaiah 59 in Dr. Moffatt’s version 
confirm the foregoing exactly: “Justice has to turn away 
defeated, right is forced to hold aloof, for truth in our 
assemblies has no footing, honesty cannot enter there; 
truth is never to be seen, the moral sense has left the 
town.” 

But it is not God’s plan to allow the earth always to be 
desecrated with evil as it is today; He ultimately will 
take a hand. And what honest man can compare world 
conditions with Scripture prophecy without being con- 
vinced the time for Him to take a hand is imminent? God 
has been waiting patiently, ‘‘enduring with much long- 
suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction” (Rom. 
9: 22), but He will not always wait. Though long silent, 
His voice soon will be heard, and what a rude awakening 
it will be for this sinsick, self-satisfied world! 

“Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and 
shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a 
little moment, until the indignation be overpast,” pleads 
the voice of divine wisdom over the ages. “For, behold, 
the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the inhabit- 
ants of the earth for their iniquity” (Isa. 26: 20, 21). 

Soon Christ will return to earth equipped with power 
and authority to clean up the world and make it a fit place 
for righteous men and women to live in. In place of the 
laxity in law enforcement that is so prevalent these days, 
encouraging men to do evil, “sentence against an evil 
work” will then be “executed speedily,” swift and ade- 
quate punishment follow every breach of conduct. 

“Therefore his arm brought [or will bring] salvation 
unto him; and his righteousness it sustained him.” 

And what a salvation that will be! Freedom from pain, 
disease, from the possibility of accident, and from death. 
Freedom from want, from fatigue, from disappointment, 
from frustration. The bliss of the innumerable inhabit- 
ants of the new world, who during eternal vears shall 
live under the benevolent authority of Christ the univer- 
sal King, is fittingly pictured in Rev. 7: 16, 17, “They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and 
shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” 





Questions and Answers 


“Please explain Matt. 19: 13, 14.” 


The text reads: “Then were there brought unto him 
little children, that he should put his hands on them, and 
pray: and the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, 
Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto 
me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

It is usually supposed that the little children men- 
tioned here were children of tender years. This may have 
been possible. Many young children are trustful of their 
elders, while often they are not. The true Christian’s 
attitude must be that of a humble, obedient, trusting, 
child. It also must be remembered that Jesus often called 
humble believers, children. He said to His disciples: ‘“Lit- 
tle children, vet a little while 1 am with you” (John 13: 
30). And again, “. . . Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter 
therein” (Mark 10: 15). 

Either approach to the meaning of Jesus’ words teaches 
the lesson of humility, a very essential quality in the 
Christian’s life. 





“And when the antichrist takes over, and it says we have 
to have his mark to buy or sell or to even live, will it really 
be a mark of some kind, or if we believe in him and serve him 
instead of Christ, will that be the mark?” 


The text in question reads: “And he causeth all, both 
small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive 
a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: and that 
no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or 
the name of the beast, or the number of his name” (Rev. 
13: 16, 17). 

To subscribe to any false doctrine is to have the mark 
of the beast. But first let us identify the “beast.” Of whom 
is the beast composed, and what is his mark or character? 

In Daniel 7 the Prophet represents four world empires: 
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome, by four beasts. 
Out of Rome, this fourth beast, should arise a power 
which would wear out the saints of God, and change His 
times and laws (Dan. 7: 25 and 8: 12). We read again of 
this “beast” in Revelation 17, a beast with seven heads 
and ten horns. This power, we are told, would make all 
nations drunk on her false pagan doctrines. 

In this figurative illustration a woman is represented 
sitting upon the beast. Upon the forehead of the woman is 
written: “Mystery, Babylon,” etc. Babylon means ‘‘con- 
fusion”; all the false doctrines are written on the forehead 
of this woman who has made all nations drunk. She does 
not have the Word of God written in her mind. In v. 9 we 
read: “Here is the mind that hath wisdom. The seven 
heads are seven mountains on which the woman sitteth.” 
And in verse 18 we are told: “the woman which thou 
sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings 
of the earth.” The Papal power, seated in Rome, the city 
built on seven hills, is admittedly the world’s leading 
ecclesiastical power. 

Now this “beast” or antichrist, is to cause all, “both 
small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive 
a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: .. . 
that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, 
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or the name of the beast.” To subscribe to any false 
doctrine is to have the mark of the beast. He who really 
believes faise doctrines has the mark in his forehead; but 
if he merely assents because others believe them and it is 
policy to do so, then the mark is said to be in his hand. 

In contrast to this mark, the faithful who will stand 
with Christ upon Mount Zion have the “Father’s name 
written in their foreheads” (Rev. 14: 1). They obliterate 
the mark of the beast by writing God’s Word in their 
minds and forsaking all error. 

The Revelator indicates a time when Roman monopoly 
would be so tight that no man might “‘buy or sell” save he 
that had the mark of the beast. The entire passage being 
figurative, this can have no reference to literal merchan- 
dising, but to the trafficking in men’s souls. By the most 
apt of illustrations, in Revelation 18 the clergymen who 
promulgate false doctrines are classified as ‘“merchants.” 
Always truth is free, “without money and without price” 
(Isa. 55: 1—3); ministers of the true gospel accept no 
salary for their services (II Cor. 11: 9; 1 Thess. 2: 9). But 
these merchants of Babylon “teach for hire” and “divine 
for money” (Mic. 3: 11); good pews are costly; indul- 
gences to sin are bought with a price. During the Dark 
Ages all spiritual merchandising was controlled by the 
bishops of the Church so that no man might “buy or sell’ 
any doctrine which did not bear the mark of the beast. As 
the historian states, they fashioned dogmatic creeds and 
catechisms and forced men and women—under torture 
and many times threat of death—to subscribe to them. If 
any felt impelled to proclaim any religious doctrine, he had 
to do so according to the rules and discipline of the ruling 
church; many were cruelly tortured and others put to 
death because they dared declare anything in opposition 
to the man-made creeds. 





“If Jesus is right, eternal life is for babes, those who have 
subordinated the intellect and exalted the child-heart of love, 
worship and adoration of God.” 


I cannot agree with you that worship and childlike 
acceptance only is the plan intended for us by the 
Almighty. It would be a great deal easier than to have 
to apply one’s self to obtaining the knowledge of God, to 
compare and diligently analyze every doctrine or position 
presented to see that it is in harmony with the Word of 
God before accepting it. 

Let me cite again some plain demands in the Bible that 
seem to militate against your position: 

“My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my 
commandments with thee; so that thou incline thine ear 
unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 
yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy 
voice for understanding; if thou seekest her as silver, 
and searchest for her as for hid treasures; then shalt 
thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowl- 
edge of God” (Prov. 2: 1—5). 

“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (I 
Thess. 5: 21). 

“Search the scriptures” (John 5: 39). 

Compare “spiritual things with spiritual” (I Cor. 2: 
13). 

(Continued on page 9) ‘a 












‘Promise 


Over the gloom of the years it is ringing, 
Cheering the hearts that are longing for light, 

Hope's inspiration to weary ones bringing, 
Filling the soul with a holy delight, 

Bursting the fetters where evil is binding, 
Turning life's dirge to a joyous refrain, 

Over and over in gladness reminding-- 


r . . . . ” 
Jesus, the Saviour, 1S coming again. 


Nothing can hinder, each moment fleeting 

Hastens that day when the ransomed shall sing-- 
"Glory and honor,” in exultant greeting, 

"Unto the Mighty Redeemer and King.” 
Bending, the heavens will yield Him their splendor, 

Star-worlds no longer their silence maintain, 
Jubilee voices in loud anthems render-- 


"Hark, for the Conqueror cometh again!” 


Whisper the thought till love, all inspiring, 
Breathes o'er the spirit triumphant and free; 
Sing it till hearts, in devotion untiring, 
Shall echo its message far over the sea. 
Never a moment let sadness or doubting 
Over thy spirit their bondage retain, 
Heaven and earth join the chorus with shouting-- 


"Jesus, the Mighty, is coming again.” --Sel, 














